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	In the wake of four coordinated terror attacks carried out by terrorist organizations Al-Qaeda, on September 11, 2001, citizens of the United States were concerned for their safety and were looking towards the Bush Administration for solace and leadership in this time of uncertainty. In turn, the administration began their preliminary investigation into the terror attacks, and hostile nations possibly harboring these terrorists. One of these nations happened to be a known adversary of the U.S., Iraq. The attention after the attacks was solely placed on Iraq due to their known misconduct in the past and hostility towards the United States. Government officials and private citizens alike were preparing for a long fight ahead. Despite the disarray of the United States post-9/11, the media and American citizens were ready to fall in line behind the direction the federal government chose to go in.
	During the months and years following the events of September 11th, the United States government was building a case to invade Iraq for their potential involvement in the atrocity as well as their potential to cause global damage with weapons of mass destruction (WMDs).[footnoteRef:0] President George Bush laid the background for public appeal towards the later invasion of Iraq. He first did so during his 2002 State of the Union, addressing Iraq as a member of the ‘Axis of Exil’.[footnoteRef:1] However the Hussein regime continued to press their innocence on crimes against humanity, possession of WMDs, being a safe haven to terrorists and aiding global unrest. Yet, despite the Iraqi government’s assertions, a United States-led coalition invaded Iraq on March 30, 2003 after over a year of internal preparations. The invasion of Iraq was meant to bring assurance and clarity to the American public, instead it only brought to light more questions and concerns as the war loomed on for eight years and eight months. [0:  “‘Building momentum for regime change’: Rumsfeld’s secret memos.” MSNBC. February 16, 2013.
]  [1:  “President Delivers State of the Union Address.” The White House Archives. January 29, 2002.
] 

	At the conclusion of the Iraq war with the U.S. and its allies claiming victory, the new questions being raised were, what happens to Saddam Hussein and his regime now that they have lost the war, additionally, why did we invade Iraq if there were no WMDs or terrorists?[footnoteRef:2] These concerns were beginning to circulate not only in the Washington political bubble but in the 24-hour American news media as well.[footnoteRef:3] Much of the attention was drawn to the Bush administration for lack of response to inquiries surrounding the war’s legitimacy and why Iraq was chosen specifically when the intelligence was proven to be false and wavering. It was later founded that several other nations were harboring the terrorists behind 9/11 and contributing to the conflicts in the Middle East.[footnoteRef:4] Iraq had no ties to the September 11 attacks; a majority of the hijackers and conspirators came from other Middle East nations.[footnoteRef:5] Therefore, the intelligence was once flawed and put Iraq in direct opposition to the United States. President George Bush continued to push the narrative that Iraq posed a serious danger to the U.S. and its allies. Bush gave remarks at a rally in late 2002 just months before the invasion, reiterating his belief that Iraq caused the most present threat to the United States. He also stated that we as a nation have to come together and fight against the prominent dangers in existence because Iraq was a “merciless regime”.[footnoteRef:6] While it is unknown if Iraq was financially supporting global terrorism, it was well-known that President Bush and Vice President Dick Cheney were not proponents for Saddam Hussein and his actions as president of Iraq therefore they were actively looking for reasons to strengthen their case to invade Iraq. This belief was later confirmed by the head of British foreign intelligence stating that this invasion had been years in the works.[footnoteRef:7] The increasing case for invading Iraq led to many missteps in the Bush administration and the eventual war rationale.  [2:  “CIA’s Final Report: No WMD Found in Iraq.” NBC News. April 25, 2005.]  [3:  “There were no weapons of mass destruction in Iraq.” The Guardian. October 7, 2004.]  [4:  “U.S.: Bin Laden Lived in Pakistan Compound for at Least 5 Years.” Haaretz. May 3, 2011.]  [5:  “A New C.I.A. Report Casts Doubt on a Key Terrorist's Tie to Iraq.” The New York Times. October 6, 2004.]  [6:  “President Bush Outlines Iraqi Threat.” The White House Archives. October 7, 2002.]  [7:  “British Journalist Michael Smith, 'Downing Street Memo'.” NPR. July 6, 2005.] 

	Despite the later findings of misguided information from the U.S. intelligence community, Iraq had been known to use chemical weapons on their citizens in the past. This was most notable during the Gulf War in the early 1990s. Therefore, it was not inappropriate to believe they might have still possessed WMDs at this point in time. Additionally, it was not unprecedented for United Nations weapons inspectors to routinely check for WMDs under the U.N. Resolution 1441, which was a disarmament obligation.[footnoteRef:8] Therefore, due to the large oversight there was no cause for concern about a possible abuse of chemical weapons. Yet, the constant supervision of Iraq’s movements grew to upset Saddam Hussein and in turn his regime began to undermine and circumvent these investigations. The U.S. in turn began to raise suspicions about the weapons of mass destruction that they may have been hiding and the ones they could eventually make. This eventually became the preliminary reason for invading Iraq the following year. While this joint agreement to prevent Iraq from creating more WMDs initially seemed like a clever approach to preventing further conflict, it ended up causing further problems leading to the U.S. invasion of Iraq and ultimately the Iraq War. [8:  Kirgis, Frederic L. “Security Council Resolution 1441 on Iraq’s Final Opportunity to Comply with Disarmament Obligations.” American Society of International Law. vol. 7, issue 12. November 10, 2002.] 

Though it began to seem like the United States and its allies had a legitimate premise to invade Iraq, public opinion was still a top concern for the Bush administration.[footnoteRef:9] In March 2003 right after the invasion, 72% of the general public were in favor of using military force in Iraq if it meant it would deter terrorism and global unrest.[footnoteRef:10] However, following the Iraq War there was a clear shift in public opinion due to the questionable rationale for going to the Middle East in the first place. According to a poll by CNN eight years after the war began, 66% of Americans opposed the war which is in stark contrast to the initial polling post-9/11 where there was a large showing of support to invade Iraq.[footnoteRef:11] The American public had watched the Iraqi-U.S. relationship deteriorate for years and knew that at some point it would reach a head and eventually lead to a full-blown conflict. Yet, the only publicly known reason for pursuing war with Iraq was due to general disdain and distrust over the WMDs and terrorism plots. This was later seen by Americans as a front to something much deeper and sinister. [9:  “Shaping Public Opinion: The 9/11-Iraq Connection in the Bush Administration’s Rhetoric.” Cambridge Core. vol. 3, no. 3. September 2005.]  [10:  “Public Attitudes Toward the War in Iraq: 2003-2008.” Pew Research. March 19, 2008.]  [11:  "Do you favor or oppose the U.S. war in Iraq?" CNN. December 16-18, 2011.
] 

Saddam Hussein has had a long history with the United States, reaching as far back as the beginnings of the Gulf War in the late 1980s and early 1990s, yet the motives for the Iraq War do not reflect these long standing grievances. The Bush administration may have begun this war to seek vengeance for the conflict with Iraq as a means to tie up any loose ends in foreign affairs. The Gulf War was an embarrassing strife during the Bush Sr. administration and it is possible that George Bush Jr. felt a responsibility to reign in Iraq and completely denuclearize them since his father could not. The Gulf War also proved a challenging relationship between the U.S., Iraq and the United Nations. The strained relationship carried throughout the 1990s and only proved to be more intricate when Hussein made it known that he was an adversary of the U.S.-backed alliance in the Middle East, more specifically Kuwait.[footnoteRef:12] The occupation in Kuwait would later prove to be the starting point of long-standing problems between the United States and Iraq that led to the invasion in 2003. While this theory of rationale for the Iraq War is not popular, it is still an important stakeholder in a larger conversation about the purpose of the war. [12:  “CONFRONTATION IN THE GULF; U.S. Gave Iraq Little Reason Not to Mount Kuwait Assault.” The New York Times. September 23, 1990.] 

	While it is important to view the large human impacts of the war and how it has affected many lives, it is plausible to conclude that the war could have been for monetary gain in relation to oil production. Prior to the invasion, the Iraqi oil industry was nationalized and kept as a national business venture.[footnoteRef:13] However, following the war it became dominated by foreign enterprises and this caused some individuals to begin making a connection between the war and personal gain. At this point the U.S. now has a hand in eastern oil production and have remained a consistent beneficiary since the conclusion of the Iraq War. Former vice president, Dick Cheney, had made it known that “energy security” was a large concern of his which seemed convenient timing to invade Iraq. In 2001 Cheney published a report that there was a growing global energy crisis that the United States was vulnerable to.[footnoteRef:14] It was later proven the following year that he had commissioned a task force to detail the locations of Iraqi oil fields, pipelines, refineries, etc.[footnoteRef:15] Chenery had interests in the Iraq oil industry due to his ties to western oil tycoons such as his former employer, Halliburton.[footnoteRef:16] With this background on the Vice President’s affiliation with oil manufacturing it is no surprise that oil could have been a factor in invading Iraq. A high-level U.S. officials’ financial interest in the oil production prior to the invasion depicts a sinister justification for going to war with Iraq. [13:  “Why the war in Iraq was fought for Big Oil.” CNN. April 15, 2013.]  [14:  “Iraq Invasion Was About Oil.” The Guardian. March 20, 2014.]  [15:  “Maps and Charts of Iraqi Oil Fields.” Judicial Watch. March 5, 2002.]  [16:  “A Closer Look at Chenery and Halliburton.” The New York Times. September 28, 2004.] 

Saddam Hussein’s record with human rights violations devastated the region and was cause for global outrage. The United States had been aware of the abuses by Hussein’s regime for decades going back to the buildup of the Gulf War, but the U.S. government never gave more than a written reprimand.[footnoteRef:17] But, because the weapons of mass destruction justification was dwindling this was a clearly defined wrongdoing that could warrant foreign aid from the U.S. This was an unarguable fact and the public could rally behind the idea of taking down an unanimously agreed upon ‘bad guy’. Under Hussein’s reign, he tortured and killed thousands of Iraqis as well as gassing and killing thousands of Kurds who were in opposition of his government.[footnoteRef:18] While this line of rationale for the war would be accepted by many, this logistical background only came around after other reasoning for the war such as WMDs and safe haven for terrorism were unfounded. The United States government was concerned about human rights to an extent due to the known fact that Hussein possessed chemical weapons and was willing to use them on his own people therefore he would not hesitate to use them on his adversaries. But critics articulate that, despite the horrific human rights violations in Iraq, an intervention would not have been necessary at that point in time.[footnoteRef:19] The concern for Hussein’s human rights abuses was real and genuine but it was not the initial rationale for invading Iraq it was an afterthought to a complex conflict. [17:  “Saddam Hussein’s Repression of the Iraqi People.” The White House Archives. April 5, 1991.]  [18:  “Saddam Charged with Genocide of Kurds.” The New York Times. April 5, 2006.]  [19:  “War in Iraq: Not a Humanitarian Intervention.” Human Rights Watch. January 25, 2004.
] 

A revisionist history about the rationale for the Iraq War is in the works. To this day, former President George W. Bush, vice president Dick Cheney, Press Secretary Ari Fleischer and other Bush administration officials deny any wrongdoing in relation to the rationale of the Iraq War.[footnoteRef:20] Though the narrative has changed throughout the years, from primary to secondary reasoning, these officials have kept a strong front in support of their past decisions.[footnoteRef:21] The efforts to exaggerate and skew the meaning of the war to enhance the Bush Jr. legacy is far-reaching and harmful to the victims of the war.[footnoteRef:22] Nearly 300,000 civilians and combatants were killed in part to the faulty reasoning for beginning the war in the first place. As the public grew wary of the war and why we got involved in the first place, the Bush administration would exaggerate or fabricate findings from intelligence agencies. Studies have shown that President Bush and his top officials made nearly 1,000 false public statements about Iraq following 9/11.[footnoteRef:23] The current conversation surrounding the rationale of the Iraq War is not indicative of what truly went down. [20:  “Dick Cheney: I Have No Regrets About the Iraq War.” NewsWeek. July 14, 2014.]  [21:  “President's Rationale for the Invasion Continues to Evolve.” SFGate. September 29, 2004.]  [22:  “George W. Bush Really Did Lie About WMDs, and His Aides are Still Lying for Him.” Vox. March 20, 2019]  [23:  “Study: Bush, aides made 935 False Statements in Run-up to War.” CNN. January 24, 2008.] 

The scandal surrounding why the United States actually went to war with Iraq, is multifaceted and contentious. The main proponents of this scandal depend on which version we, as the American public, believe. Generally speaking, the scandal revolved around power and monetary gain. The power dominance was present when the Bush administration suggested invading Iraq to begin with. Iraq had no link to the tragedies of September 11th, they did not harbor any of the individuals involved and they had no WMDs, yet the United States invaded based off of insufficient intelligence. This was a power move to show the rest of the world that the U.S. will not accept this behavior and they will demolish the regime established in Iraq to prove this.[footnoteRef:24] Saddam Hussein’s fall from power indicated that the United States was a force to be reckoned with -- despite having no legitimate reason to be in Iraq -- and it gave them long standing imprints in the Middle East. The monetary aspect of the scandal was in relation to the oil rationale that some find as the main proponent of the war. If it is true that the Bush administration’s connections to oil and acquiring more wealth was the rationale for the war, then money played a huge part in this scandal. Receiving money from the oil industry after invading the country with the second largest oil reserves in the world can indicate that money had a large impact on the war.[footnoteRef:25]  Whatever the rationale for the war may be, it is clear that money and power had an incredible influence on the Iraq War. [24:  “The U.S. and Democratization in Iraq.” Middle East Policy Council. 2017]  [25:  “Did Oil Drive the US Invasion of Iraq?.” ThoughtCo. September 2, 2018.] 

	The events of September 11th put the United States in a compromising position, one they have never been in before. The following actions have brought it to where it is now as a strong and united nation. The Iraq War was seen as a troubling time in United States history due to the uncertainty and misdirection and there may never be a known rationale for invading Iraq. The missteps and controversy around this war is a piece of history that will not be forgotten by the government, American and Iraqi civilians and the victims of this troubling war.
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